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HISTORICAL WAYS AND PERSPECTIVESOF ITS DEVELOPMENT

Summary. Georgia can become one of the alternative branches of the Silk
Road, because during the Ottoman Empire, it is a convenient and safe direction for
connecting Europe and Asia through the Caspian and Black Seas. a. . Georgia has a
chance to become a bridge connecting Europe and Asia. For this, it is necessary to
develop the BakiTbilisi-Kars railway and create the appropriate infrastructure. The
routes of this project are clearly visible on the map. It is interesting to note that many
transit routes are blocked against the backdrop of the Ruksiéne war, and the
shipment of goods from Kazakhstan is not carried out through Resettish and Ukraine,
but through the AzerbaijaGeorgia corridor. Against the background of Russia
Ukraine, Ukrainian ports are blocked and any kind of export from the country is
restricted, although cargo traffic from Kazakhstan via the Caspian Sea and
Azerbaijan has been activated.It is important to improve historical roads, because by
restoring them, it is possible to establish a new logistics chain and develop regions.
Against the background of the UkraiReissia war, it is also possible to create new
regional route like an alternative ofmodern routes.Apart from this, it is also possible
to better use the transit function of Georgia, which will better connect Europe and
Asian countries.

The purpose of the study is to review the historical roads passing through
Georgia: to discuss their development perspectives.

Research methodsWhile working on the article, both Georgian and English
language scientific literature were used, systematization and classification of the
received information. There is a wide variety of literature about historical roads. N.
Berdzenishvili's work "Historical roads in Rustaveli era Georgia" (1966).

From the foreign literature on historical roads, Herbert Reinhold Jacobson's
book: "A history of roads from ancient times to the motor age" (1940) and
Guldenstedt's "Travel to Georgia" (1962) are noteworthy. Emil Avdalian's books are
also interesting: "Georgiand Silk TraddRoutes ViXIII centuries" and "Georgiand
Silk Trade Routes XIHXV Centuries". Trade routes passing through Georgia and
their geopolitical importance are discussed in both works.

Research ResultsThe Silk Road was not orspecificroad.It was anetwork of
different routes connecting Europe and Asia. The Silk Road has historically always
been an important trade corridor between Europe and Asia. Along with the

E Davitashvili L.,2025
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development of trade, it created an opportunity for the nations and cultures of the
ancient world to connect and get to know each other, to adopt new agricultural or
combat technologies, etc.

INFRASTRUKTUREN FUR'DREI. KONTINENTE
Chinas Belt and Road Initiative umfasst mehr als 2.000 Vorhaben: Liickenschliisse oder Verbesserungen bestehender Infrastrukturen
ebenso wie Neubauprojekte oder den Kauf und Ausbau von Hafen. Die Karte zeigt viele der wichtigsten Projekte (Stand 2018).
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However, over time, the Silk Road became more and more dangerous, as
various nomadic tribes began to control it. Due to robberies and robberies, it was no
longer safe to travel, which is why the Silk Road gradually lost its function. Also,
other types of trade and cultural relations developed, great geographical discoveries
began, sailing developed. One of the branches of this network passed through
Georgia, the importance of which changed depending on the geopolitical picture in
the region. This route could be moved to the north or south of the Caucasus. A clear
example of this is the Sogdians, who managed to gain control over the trade routes in
the north of the Caucasus, with the support of Byzantium and Turkic tribes, who
wanted to decline Persia, because the central route of the Silk Road passed through it.
After the fall of Constantinople in the Middle Ages, its importance decreased.

In the twentyfirst century, the opportunity to restore this route arose again.
After the development of energy in the world and the emergence of oil fields, the
development of hydropower and the extraction of other natural resources, the idea of
reviving the Silk Road was on the agenda. For the first time, Europe tried to
implement this idea in order to create an energy and trade corridor with the Middle
East. Since 1990, the foundations of two important projecfRACECA and
INOGATE - were laid, the purpose of which was to work on these energy corridors.
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Since 1997, Georgia and Azerbaijan have been actively involved in the TRACECA
project. The project was referred to as the revival of the historic Silk Road, and it still
exists today, but due to the lack of proper infrastructure and the necessary funds at
the time, it was not very successful and attracfive/w.iberiamagazine.com)lhe

map presents this initiative. Routes Kaspian transit corjydew.researchgate.net

s

Research perspectivesThus, Georgia has a chance to become a bridge
connecting Europe and Asia. For this, it is necessary to develop theTBdisir
Kars railway and create appropriate infrastructure. The routes of this project are
clearlyvisible on themap.It is interesting to notéhat manytransit routes arblocked
in the background of the Rusgikraine war, and cargo transportation from
Kazakhstan is not going through Russia and Ukraine, but through the Azerbaijan
Georgia corridor. Against the background of Ruddikaaine, Ukrainian ports are
blocked and any kind of export from the country is banned, although cargo traffic
from Kazakhstanvia the Caspian Sea and Azerbaijan has been activated
[T. Sidamonidze, 2020].

Thus, against the backdrop of the Ruddkmaine war, Georgia has the
opportunity to become a safe corridor for transporting goods between Europe and
Central Asia, and in case of the development of the appropriate infrastructure, a
transport hub that will connect the West and the East. For this, it is necessary to
complete the BakiTbilisi-Kars railway project.

Conclusions. Georgia can become one of the alternative branches of the Silk
Road, because during the war it is a convenient and safe direction for connecting
Europe and Asia through the Caspian and Black Seas. Its use is especially important
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in the background of the Rusdikraine war, when it became necessary to connect
Central Asia and Eastern Europe with alternative routes. It is also possible to lay new
gas and oil pipelines in order to reduce dependence on Russia. .. It is interesting that
manytransit routes are blocked in the background of the Rlifigiaine war, and the
shipment ofgoods fronKazakhstan is not carried out through Reset and Ukrhirte,
through the Azerbaijaseorgia corridor. Against the background of Ruddkaaine,
Ukrainian ports are blocked and any kind of export from the country is banned,
although cargo traffic from Kazakhstan via the Caspian Sea and Azerbaijan has been

activated.
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THE CREATIVE ECONOMY: THE EXPERIENCE
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM

The end othe previous centuryas characterized kg transition fromndustrial
to postindustrialdevelopment amonthe world's most advanced countries. The early
21st century marked the emergence of an entirely new globalization model, wherein
human capital distinguished by its creativity, innovation, and strong intellectual
capacitied plays a pivotal role. Global society seeks to enhance its-sgoieomic
potential in addressing existing challenges, striving for economic growth without the
necessity of additional natural resource consumption. This period is marked by
effortsto construct an econondrivenby intellectual potentialtapid advancement of
knowledge, and integration of innovations. Within scholarly discourse, concepts such
as "new economy,” "knowledge economy,"” "digital economy,” “information
economy," "innovation economy," "creative culture," and "creative economy" have
emerged. This scientific landscape is further enriched by influential contributions
from researchers such as D. Hawkins on the creative economy, R. Florida regarding
the creative class, and C. Landry concerning the creative city [1, 2, 3].

The global economic system is undergoing rapid transformations in its
organization, structure, and operational principles to address emerging societal
demands and global challenges. These transformations have laid the groundwork for
the development of the smlled "creative economy,"” underpinned by "creative
industries.” The creative economy and creative industries are formed at the

E NiemetsO., 2025

12


http://www.iberiamagazine.com/
http://www.ebrd.com/
mailto:oleksii.niemets@student.karazin.ua

intersection of culture, art, business, and advanced innovative technologies, thus
evolving into a distinct and influential sector of the global economy. Since the 2008
global financial and economic crisis, the creative economy has demonstrated high
efficiency, signaling a new stage in the advancement ofipdsstrial civilization.

As of 2023, the global market for creative industries was estimated at approximately
USD 2.6 trillion, with forecasts suggesting it will reach USD 3.4 trillion by 2028 [8].
Countries worldwide are restructuring their economies by adopting international best
practices. The United Kingdom exemplifies such practices, being the first recognized
global leader in creative economy development.

The UK's policy was partly a response to the severe economic and social crisis
of the 1980s, driven by losses in heavy industry and the subsequent relocation of
manufacturing to countries with lower labor costs. Consequently, powerful industrial
cities were compelled to shift focus from heavy industry products to outputs from
creative and intellectual sectors, such as computer technologies, design, and other
creative industry products. This shift was facilitated through collaborative efforts
among researchers, politicians, community leaders, and managers. It was the UK
government that first defined "creative industries" in the late 1990s and established a
systemic policy framework for supporting this sector [4]. The creative sector
subsequentlgmerged as an "economic driver" the country, exhibiting accelerated
growth rates and making significant contributions to GDP and employment [4].

The historical experience of the UK's creative economy, key governmental
policy principles, strategic directions, institutions, and stakeholders within this
economic sector serve as models for other nations. The comprehensive state strategy
in supporting the creative class illustrates effective partnerships among government,
business, and creative communities, transforming creativity into a powerful catalyst
for national economic development.

In 1997, the newly elected Labour government under Tony Blair established the
Creative Industries Task Force with the aim of quantitatively and qualitatively
examining the development of this sector [5]. This initiative resulted in the creation
of the Creative Industries Mapping Document in 1998, representing the first national
attempt to systematically evaluate the effectiveness and scope of the creative
economy. Within this document, 13 sectors were identified as part of the creative
industries (see Fig. 1) [9]. At first glance, these sectors appear diverse, but they share
a common foundation in individual creativity, intellectual property, talent, and
innovation, which collectively foster economic prosperity, generate new employment
opportunities, and enhance societal welfare [5].

Since 1998, creative industries have rapidly expanded globally. This expansion
was significantly influenced by the research of John Howkins, who published his
seminal work,The Creative Economy: How People Make Money from Idead01
[1]. From that point forward, the concept of the "creative economy" significantly
broadened its scope, encompassing not only the industries initially identified but the
entire system of producing and consuming creative content.

The UK government actively supported the strengthening and expansion of the
creative economic sector by publicly disseminating data on its growth and
developmentBy the mid-2000s,the creativei n d u scontribugiogio the UK's
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GDP and employment had significantly increased, drawing attention from
international organizations. Specifically, the 2008 Creative Economy Report,
published under the auspices of the United Nations, emphasized that synergy among
creativity, culture, economy, and technology has the capacity to generate income,
employment, and exports, simultaneously facilitating social inclusion, cultural
diversity, and human development [5].

Creative
Industries

Fig. 1. Structural schemeof creativeindustries
(constructedytheauthorbasedon[9])

Since the 2010s, the UK's creative economy entered a mature phase, becoming
integrated into broader national development strategies. The Conservative
government, elected in 2010, acknowledged the creative industries' role as a
promising driver of economic growth. Reports from the Department for Culture,
Media and Sport (DCMS) consistently demonstrated the creative industries’
accelerated growth rates. From 2010 to 2019, these sectors collectively expanded by
32%, while the overall economy grew by only 20% [4]. In 2018, creative industries
were officially recognized among the priority sectors within the UK's Industrial
Strategy. Thus, the evolutionary shifts in Britain's creative economy development
highlight a gradual transition toward a pasflustrial stage of economic
advancement.

The central governmental body responsible for coordinating and supporting the
UK's creative economic sector is the Department for Culture, Media and Sport
(DCMS), along with an extensive network of various institutions and organizations.
Thesebodiesformulate policies relatedto the creativeindustriesand ensuretheir

14



coherent implementation. Within the DCMS operates the Creative Industries Council
(CIC), a joint consultative body comprising representatives from government and
business, which has become the "cornerstone of the sector's success" in recent year:
[4]. The CIC brings together government officials and industry leaders to address
pressing issues, harmonize strategic objectives, and model future development
prospects [4]. Such an approach effectively optimizes the industry's needs, fostering
collaboration with government to meet these requirements, thus significantly
enhancing policy efficiency.

Quastgovernmental funds and councils dedicated to supporting artistic
industries also play critical roles. For example, Arts Council England manages grant
funding for the arts and culture in Britain, allocating resources from direct
governmental funding as well as other sources, including proceeds from the National
Lottery [5]. Creative England collaborates with regional development funds and
commercial partners, investing in sectors such as gaming, television, film, and digital
media [5]. Similar functions are performed regionally by Creative Scotland in
Scotland and thArts Council of Wales in Walesproviding essential suppadsdilored
to regional needs [5].

Creative England deserves special mention as an institution specifically
established to promote creative industries outside London, focusing on regional
projects in film, television, gaming, and digital media. Creative England attracts
regional development funds and private investment, actively supporting creative
startups throughout the country [5].

Among nongovernmental initiatives, Creative UK plays a prominent role. It
emerged from the merger of the Creative Industries Federation (a creative business
association) and the previously mentioned Creative England. Creative UK functions
as an integral element of the industry, conducting research, advocating for sectoral
interests, and facilitating collaborative platforms between businesses, educational
institutions, and policymakers. Additionally, numerous sespmcific associations
operate across the country, such as UKIE (Interactive Entertainment Association) for
the gaming industry, PACT (Producers Alliance) for film and television producers,
and the Design Council for the design sector. These organizations collectively form a
robust system engaged in lobbying activities, standatting, professional training,
and international promotion of British creative products [5, 7].

Science, education, and research institutions play a vital role in nurturing
specialists in art, design, media, and related fields. Universities, in particular, actively
participate in joint research programs with busingsges instance, the Creative
Clusters Program, managed under the auspices of the Arts and Humanities Research
Council (AHRC),has been funding regional creative clusters and R&dpects since
2018. Such initiatives ensure a continuous influx of creative talent and innovations,
thereby supplying the creative industries with essential human capital.

Notably, powerful creative brands within the UK are not limited to large
corporations but also include small and medsized enterprises, often employing
fewer than ten people [4, 6]. Thus, the UK's creative economy encompasses a broad
spectrum of fieldd from media and design to architecture and gatisgpported
by an extensive infrastructure of institutions and associations.Key factors
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underpinning its success include wedtablished collaboration between government
and industry, specialized financial instruments, funds, and a diverse ecosystem of
players, ranging from global brands to innovative startups. This integrated approach
ensures sustained competitiveness and supports the overall development of a vibrant
creative system.

Today, the creative economy has become for the United Kingdom not only a
source of significant economic beneditsontributing billions of pounds to GDP,
supporting millions of jobs, exports, and investndehtt also an important factor
shaping national identity. British experience illustrates how investment in culture and
creativity can yield substantial returns, becoming a powerful driver of economic
strength without necessitating further depletion of natural resources. Examples
include the formation of worldlass clusters such as the London media hub and
Manchester's music scene. An additional element of success lies in the flexibility of
British policy, which effectively responds to new challenges, as demonstrated by
targeted interventions during the COVI® pandemic and strategic adaptations
driven by technological advancements. The government maintains close dialogue
with the industry, allowing prompt identification and implementation of necessary
solutions.

The UK continues to refinigs legal frameworksstrategicand policydocuments
aimed at national economic development through economic, cultural, and social
interactions. At the end of the second decade of the 21st century, Britain's creative
economy faced the imperative of transitioning to a new stage of development,
reflected in forwardooking strategies formulated toward 2030. These strategies
emphasize the integration of advanced technologies and balancing commercialization
with cultural value. Nevertheless, existing experiences strongly suggest that the UK
will continue to be a global leader in advancing creative industries and in fostering
overall growth of the creative economy.

The British modelexemplifieshow creativity,underpinnedy strategigplanning
and collaboration among political circles goablic administration, serves as a driver
for economic breakthroughs, capable not only of reinforcing national economic
strength but also enriching the global cultural landscape.

In conclusion, it is essential to recognize that the United Kingdom's experience
in developing its creative economy is both instructive and multifaceted, providing
valuable lessons for other nations worldwide. Over several decades, Britain has
evolved from merely recognizing the potential of creative industries to transforming
theminto a leading sector within the national economy. The acknowledgement of the
creativeeconomicsectorin Britain at theend ofthe 1990s as aignificant component
of postindustrial economic development served as a catalyst for subsequent
advancement. This recognition fostered mutual understanding among government
officials, businesses, and the creative and academic communities, firmly establishing
creativity as an economic resource.

A crucial factor contributing to this success was consistent government policy,
including financial support, tax incentives, educational programs, and the
establishment of partnership institutions. Such strategic approaches and collaborative
efforts createdfavorableconditionsfor the growth of creativeindustriesand the
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creative economy as a whole. It is important to emphasize that the UK's success was
significantly underpinned by crosectoral cooperation. Government bodies, private
enterprises, civic institutions, and educational organizations collaboratively
contributed to the development of an integrated creative economy system. The
absence of a single "centralized" state policy was effectively compensated for by
initiatives undertaken at various lev@lsational, regional, and sectspecifid®

which complemented each other [6].

For countries aspiring to develop their creative economies, British experience
illuminates potential strategies and methods for implementation, including the
establishment of institutions to facilitate governmusiness collaboration,
underscoring the importance of investing in education and creative human capital,
ensuring the legal protection of intellectual property, and maintaining flexibility and
adaptability in response to change.
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NasibaNiyaz g. Gadzhiyeva

THE ROLE OF ECONOMIC -GEOGRAPHIC FACTORS IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS OF THE WESTERN REGION OF AZERBAIJAN

Summary. The article deals with favorable natural conditions, economic development,
agricultural sector, etc., of the Gaiipmashkan and Gazakhovuz economic districts, which were
formed in the western region of Azerbaijan, including viticulture, gardening, industry, vegetables,
potatoes and other areas of agricultural cultivation depending on economic and geographical
factors.

Key words: agriculture,industry,economidistrict, livestock plant, enterprise.
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URBAN MUTATION IN ALGERIA: THE FUNCTIONAL EVOLUTION
OF ALI MENDJELI

The dominant function of a city plays a crucial role in shaping its identity,
influencing how it is perceived and experienced, and ultimately guiding its growth.
The new town of Ali Mendjeli, located in northeastern Algeria, was established as a
strategic response t o Constantineods L
increasing vulnerability to natural hazards, particularly landslides. Selected for its
geographic proximity to Constantine and its availability of-Meld land, the site
was planned to accommodate 300,000 residents across 1,500 hectares, in line with
national decentralization and balanced development policies.

This study adopts a multidisciplinary methodology, including literature review,
analysis of urban master plans, field observations, and interviews, to explore the
citydés functional evolution. Il nitially
Mendjeli has undergone a dynamic transformation. By 2020, its population reached
461,885 with over 73,000 housing units. It evolved into a major academic center,
hosting two university poles and receiving more than 30,000 students daily
surpassing Constantine in student influx. This educational shift has significantly
reinforced its regional influence. In parallel, a growing commercial function has
emerged, reflected in the development of seven operational malls and nine more In
planning or construction. This shift is largely driven by the retail decline in
Constantineos center, prompting trade
illustrates this trend with a strong attraction rate of 2.59 and a commercial
environment dominated by ndood stores (72.2%).

Al i Mendj el i 0s atrasidentiglfexdensmia tovibrant acddenocm
and commercial hub highlights the importance of functional diversity in forging a
cityds identity. These evolving rol es
strengthen the city's capacity to serve as assafaining and integrated urban pole
within Algeriads national ur ban net wor
phase of transformation and future identity

Keywords Urban Transformation, Urban Planning, Functional identity, Ali
Mendjeli, Residential function, Commercial function, University function.

E Saidil., SaidiF.A., 2025
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FROM ATTRACTIVE CENTRES TO DESERTED HINTERLANDS:
POPULATION DYNAMICS IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE

Border regions are facing multiple challenges in Europe, such as population
decline, peripheralization, lack of innovation, lack of FDI inflows, which has long
been a centre for academic debates. The different causes and consequences of thi
peripheral location could be highlighted (e.g. transport geography, settlement
networks, fewer jobs, emigration, ageing), while improving the living standards of
border region residents has been a priority area for EU funding. Migration is one of
the most striking determinants of population change in these areas which also
influences the overall economic performance of these regions.

The research covers the territory of Interreg Central Europe aiming to
distinguish between regions based on economic and demographic performances.
Using the Eurostat database, we carried out statistical analyses at NUTS 3 territorial
level to highlight different profiles of regions.

The main objective of the European Union's (EU) regional development and
cohesion policy is to reduce territorial disparities between Member States and
between regions (EC, 2024). To reduce the disparities between the centre and the
periphery, the EU mainly supports rural areas or left behind regions. One of the main
characteristics of these peripheral areas is their low degree of urbanisation, the
absence of large cities and extensive agglomerations, and the predominance of small
towns and villages. Natural handicaps, remoteness from transport and commercial
routes,securityandpolitical situationmayall contributeto their disadvantagedtatus.

Most of the peripheral areas are border areas (Pike et al., 2023), and the diversity of
each area is associated with demographic challenges, such as emigration, ageing or
depopulation.

The research focusing on border region. There is a wide debate on definition of
border region in the I|literature (see ¢
Eurostat 2018). In this study, due to the aggregation of available data, we adopted the
Eurostat definition, and border counties (NUTS 3 border regions) were considered.

The border regions account for almost one third of the population and less than 30%
of EU GDP. Demographic challenges in the Central European region are further
exacerbated, with significant differences between border andam@er regions in

EU countries that joined before and after 2004 (EC, 2017). The role of borders has
becomeaway of connectinghations,whichis consistentlyappliedbothin thefield of
security policy (Vas, 2017) and aid pc
programmes). Crogsorder partnerships are crucial in Central Europe, as most of the

E Horeczki R.Lados G.NagyD., 2025
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territories have been areas of transit
2023), so promoting partnerships can strengthen all economic, social and cultural
aspects by making borders interoperable; moreover, they could be regarded as pillars
of territorial cohesion (Faludi, 2018).

The geographical framework of the INTERREG CerEaftope programme
could be considered as an optimal platform for the analysis of rural-lmoodsr
areas.Thehistorical features and development trajectirthe macraeregion forecast
similarities, such as declining demographic dynamics. During the research period
(20142020), we have seen that this region is a net emitter of population, not only
ageing, but also suffering from permanent emigration. Our analysis, based on
Eurostat data, has revealed that the most vulnerable populations in the Central
European area are mainly those of the border regions. In the -negooa under
study, marginalisation is becoming increasingly serious, not only in individual
municipalities but also within social groups. Regarding the study area, the Interreg
Central Europe programme area consists of nine countries of Central Europe (for two
countries not the whole area): Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Croatia, Northern
Italy, Eastern Germany, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia. The area covers almost a
quarter ofthe EUterritory, with apopulation ofover 148 million (onéhird of the EU
population). 44% of the population live in transition areas (NUTS 3 territorial unit),
30% in urban areas and 26% in rural areas (Interreg Central Europe, 2022). The
geographical framework of the area covered by the programme is a suitable
framework for analysing the Eastern Bloc countries, with the majority of areas being
rural and several types of maamgional border regions (EU internal borders before
and after the 2004 enlargement, Schengen border area, EU external borders). Our
studies are carried out at NUTS 3 levels (aiming to study the dynamics as accurately
as possible), with a total of 457 units in the sample area. In defining border areas, the
dilemma naturally arose as to whether the NUTS 3 territorial level is suitable for
capturing border areas, since it is perceived that territorial units that only touch the
national borders for a short distance are considered border areas, while other
territorial units in the buffer zone of the borders but not directly connected to them
are not included.

In accordance with the main question of the research, the analysis examined
which territorial processes can be identified in the Central European region, which
regions can be described as having positive and which as having negative population
processes. For this purpose, various indicators measuring spatial concentration were
used, such as the Dual Index, the Herfinddinschman Index, the Hoover Index, as
well as descriptive statistical indicators (e.g. relative dispersion).

Of the 457 NUTS3 territorial units examined, the majority of them, 216 are
affected by depopulation, more especially 105 are affected by both natural
depopulation and emigration. Only 4 regions could be identified where natural
increase and emigration occurred simultaneously during the period under review: all
of them are Polish regions. 107 regions are suffering from emigration in addition to
natural decrease, but even this could not compensate for the decrease (mainly in
Germany, Italy and Austria). In the capital regions and regions typically located in
the westernhalf of the area,on the otherhand, populationgrowth is alreadytaking
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place, most notably in Germany, Italy, Austria and Slovenia, where there is a high
rateof emigration despitéhe naturaldecreaselheworstoff areas arenostlylocated
in borderareasAlthoughborderregionshaveavery diversedemographigrofile, the
entire eastern part of the study area is also a Schenggetly EU - external border,
where daily commuting is greatly restricted by border controls. Border demarcation
seems to be associated with negative demographic trends mainly at the eastern and
southern borders, i.e. Polish, Slovakian, Hungarian and Croatian borders, while the
borders between the internal borders of the Schengen area (e.g-Cézewn,
AustrianSlovenian, AustriafGerman) are experiencing population growth, partly
due to international migration and partly due to suburbanisation processes. Poor
demographic indicators were mainly experienced in mountain areas in general (e.g.
the Aosta Valley in ltaly, East Tyrol and Carinthia in Austria, or the Carpathian
Mountains in Slovakia and Poland), but Eastern Bohemian (Olomouc, Moravia
Silesia) and Polish Silesian areas were facing these negative demographic trends.
Keywords: population decline, border regions, Central and Eastern Europe,
NUTS3.
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Natig G. Babaev
ETYMOLOGY AND AREA OF SPREAD OF THE TERRITORY OF KABIRLI
Abstract. wt i's noted that on the territory of
settlements (oikonyms) formed from ancient tribal names (ethnonyms) are widespread. Such
ethnonyms are mainly formed with the help of suffixies-l ély, -l ¢ . The geograph

Kabirli, like Kirigli, Udulu and Khusulu, is one of the ethnotoponyms that was oikonomized in this
form. The purpose of the article is to consider settlements with this name in the Terter, Agjabedi
and Beylagan regions of Azerbaijan in the context of the study of -eikooyms in the named
regions.

It is noted that the arrival of the Kabiri people to Azerbaijan, as well as to the Caucasus, is
associated with the defeat of the Khazar Khaganate in wars. When the Khazars were defeated, they
not only fled to these territories, but some of them fled to Europe.
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SOME CURRENT ISSUESOF RECREATIONAL GEOGRAPHY
IN GEORGIA

Abstract. The article discusses the current issues of the development of recreational
geography in Georgia. The focus here is on such issues as: the place of recreational geography in
the systemof geographicasciencesthe assessmerdf the recreationahttractivenesgpotential)and
recreational capacity of the territory, the connection of recreational farms in Georgidheith
spatial planning of the country.
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Recreational geography is primarily a part of geographical sciences, which is
why it has the closest and most complementary connections with a number of main
directions of geography. Recreation is a part of agriculture for economic geography,
an object of assessment and research of natural resources and elements (water
climate, vegetation, landscapes, relief) for physical geography, an area of research
into the natural environment and human ecology for medical geography, and an area
of study of the recreational potential of regions and recreational flows for geography.
Recreational geography is also closely related to regional planning (including
recreational and landscape planning, (Elizbarashvili, 2024) and urban planning,
which is related to the recreational needs of visitors and sustainable ecological
development.

Specialists in the field of social geography believe that the main subject of
research in recreational geography is recreational territorial systems, which consist of
several interconnected subsystems. Among them are: natural and cultural objects,
relevant infrastructure, service personnel and vacationers (Tsarfis, 1979). It is clear
that in the case of presenting only such types of recreational resources as cultural,
historical, educational, entertainment or sports objects, recreational geography is
considered part of social geography. If we consider recreatiendgbrial systems in
relation to resorts, here natural and anthropogenic subsystems are considered with
almost equal functional purpose. In this case, recreational geography is a more
integrative (sociahatural science) geographical direction than seggalgraphical.

The affiliation of recreational geography to integrative geography (Elizbarashuvili,
atc., 2024) becomes even more evident if we consider natural objects or protected
areas as recreational subsystems. The field of study of recreational geography
includesthoseobjectsthat consistof naturalandsocial elementsFor this reasonjt
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has developed at the junction of separate directions of both natural and social
geography, medical geography and geography.

The problems of assessing the recreational attractiveness and capacity of a
territory are related to several issues. Among them, the following are important: a
complex assessment of recreational potential (resources), determination of the
material and soci@conomic capabilities of a recreational object.

A complex assessment of recreational potential requires the study of dozens of
issues and objects, which is a rather difficult scientific or practical task. There are no
generally accepted criteria for such an assessment, which complicates the analysis of
the interconnectedness of natural, histormdtural or socieeconomic factors.
Recreational potential is to some extent indicated by its recreational attractiveness. It
is indicatedby the dynamicsof the numberof recreationisteandbudgetrevenueslt is
also related to the biological and landscape, historical and cultural diversity of the
territory or place, ethnogeographic features, the duration of the recreational period,
the diversity of recreational objects, etc.

The recreational attractiveness of the territory is also related to the standard of
living of the local population, qualified personnel, the modern level and directions of
agricultural development, the ratio of vacationers to the local population, the
availability of infrastructure and transport communications. According to such
characteristics, the recreational potential of Georgia, especially resort agriculture, has
practically not been studied.

Recreational attractiveness is related to the recreational capacity of the territory
and requires its consideration. Consideration of recreational capacity is directly
related to ecological problems, which often becomes a prerequisite for the
degradation of the natural environment. There are no generally accepted criteria for
assessing the recreational capacity of a territory. It varies depending on the relief
forms, climate types, landscape, hydrological objects, vegetation, recreational
activities and goals, etc. The study of recreational capacity is one of the current tasks
of the Georgian Geographical School.

It is clear that the rapid pace of tourism development in Georgia, in the
conditions of growing international interest in our country, requires the activation of
research in the direction of recreational geography.

Fromthe recreational assessment of environmental elements, special attention is
paid to relief, vegetation, water bodies and climatic phenomena. From the relief
assessment, special importance is given to the division of the territory, relative
heights, viewpoints, relief forms (glacial, karst, volcanic, peak, nival), etc. From the
vegetation assessment, special importance is given to its species composition,
stratification, age, etc. From the assessment of water bodies, attention is paid to their
characteristics, both in terms of area (lakes, reservoirs, swamps) and linear (rivers).
We can consider the observation of climatic (atmospheric) phenomena as one of the
forms of recreation.

Tourism in Georgia is becoming an important and strategic part of recreational
agriculture (Simon Bell, atc., 2007), which is determined by the favorable
geographical location, diverse natural environment, system of protected areas, resort
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potential, prospects for the development of ecologically oriented agriculture,
attractive ethnocultural features and unique historical monuments.

Among the current issues of the development of recreational agriculture in
Georgia, it is desirable to consider such planning of the country's territory (space), as
a result of which the natural, social and economic, ecological and ethnocultural
characteristics of the recreational potential will be maximally displayed. Such
planning has not been implemented in Georgia to date, which should also be
considered an urgent task of recreational geography.
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTPROCEDURESIN GEORGIA

Abstract. Proper environmental impact assessment (EIA) is important for sustainable
environmental development. The paper presents the EIA procedures that are implemented in
Georgia. In Georgia, the mentioned procedure includes the screening and scoping procedure, as
well as the preparation of the EIA report.

Keywords: Impact,GeographyAssessmenEnvironmentGeorgia.

Environmental Impact Assessment

The main normative document in terms of environmental impact assessment is
theLaw of Georgia' En v i r o ssessnterlo d(El& Code),which hasbeen
implemented since 2017. It is also worth noting that under the Association
Agreement between Georgia and the European Union, Georgia undertakes to
gradually approximate its legislation to the EU legislation and international legal
instruments within certain deadlines. Such a document in the field of environmental
impact assessment is: Directive 2011/92/EU of 13 December 2011 on the assessment
of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment.

Currently,the NationalEnvironmentAgencyof Georgia(NEA) makesdecisions
regarding environmental assessment documents.

The goals and objectives of the EIA Code are related to human health and the
creation of an environment where the guaranteed right of a person to live in an
environment wherao kindof impact will occur,asguaranteedtby the Constitution of
Georgia, will be protected. The goals and objectives of the law also determine the
protection of environmental components, the involvement of the public in the
obligations defined by the Environmental Assessment Code, and also determine the
aspects of transboundary impact assessment.

The EIA Code sets out the main stages of the environmental degisiking
process, which include screening and scoping procedures, preparation of the EIA
report, public participation, and conducting an expert examination of the EIA report.
After completing these stages, the Head of tHEA issues an environmental
decision or makes a decision to refuse to implement the activity.
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The EIA Code is accompanied by Annexes 1 and 2. Activities specified in the
Second Annex are subject to a screening procedure. Screening is a procedure that
determines the need for an EIA; the activities listed in this appendix are grouped by
type and characteristics of the activity: e.g. Agriculture, forestry and aquaculture;
Chemical production, etc.

The screening procedure determines the criteria after the assessment of which it
should be decided whether the activity should be subject to an environmental
decision. These may include the characteristics of the activity, the scale of the
activity, the cumulative impact with existing and/or planned activities, the use of
natural resources (especially water, soil, land, and biodiversity), waste generation;
environmental pollution, noise, etc.

According to the EIA Code, the scoping procedure determines the list of
information to be obtained and studied for the EIA and the means of reflecting this
information in the EIA report.

The scoping procedure considers providing a statement and a report in NEA.
Thescoping report should descritiee physical characteristiad the planned activity
(capacity, scalgyroduction process, amountpdssible manufactured products, etc.),
information about the possible impact on the environment and its types
(transboundary impact, impact on protected areas), information about the possible
impact of the planned activity on human health, the social environment, cultural
heritage sites and other objects etc.

Following the review of the submitted report, the agency issues a scoping
conclusion.

As we have seen, the information presented in the screening and scoping reports
concerns such geographical components as water, air, soil, demography, etc. (issues
of possible impact on them). Accordingly, these issues require a fundamental
assessment, since the actual impact of a particular activity on the environment must
be determined. This requires basic geographical knowledge.

After issuing the scoping report, the developer submits an EIA report to the
agency.

The EIA report can be prepared by both individual and consulting companies, It
is also worth noting that this information (the identity of the document's author) is
public.

In thereportfollowing informationshouldbereflected:

1 Information on the possible significant impacts of the planned activity on
the environment, including on the population, human health;
Biodiversity (includingplantandanimalspecieshabitats gcosystems);
Water(includinghydromorphologicakchangesguantity,andquality);

Air;

Solil (including soil removal),land (including organic matter, erosion,
compaction, degradation);
Climate(includinggreenhousegandgasemissions);

Landscape;

= = = =4 -4 A
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1 Impact on cultural heritage (including architectural and archaeological
aspects) and material values;

1 Possible direct and indirect, cumulative, transboundary, -s&wnt and
long-term, positive and negative impacts of the planned activity;

Informing the public at the scoping stage and assessing the opinions and
comments submitted by them, etc.

An expert commission is established on the basis of the ahewioned EIA
report, in which both public experts and specialists from various sectors of the
Ministry of Environment Protection and Agriculture of Georgia participate. After
completing these stages, the head of the agency issues an environmental decision or.
in cases provided for by this Code, makes a decision to refuse to implement the
activity.

Thus, the Environmental Assessment Code mainly includes all the procedures
set out in the European Union Directive (2011/92/EU). But it certainly needs to be
further refined in the future, and the practical shortcomings that resulted from the
law's enactment need to be corrected. This procedure is actively underway, as
evidenced by the number of amendments to the law since 2017.
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