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THE DEVELOPMENTAL ROLE OF ECOTOURISM

'M.M. #moush,M. . Pokolodna
muthana-tourism@hotmail.com, mari.pokolodna@ukr.net
YIrbid National University, Irbid, Jordan
0.M. Beketov National University of Urban EconomKharkiv, Ukraine

Improving the tourism industry is well-known as oatthe most important
objective for wider economic and social developm&hts importance for tourism is
due to its role in enhancing the GDB and creatiegy nobs, and improving the
income of individual. As unemployment one of thestohallenges in Jordan alike
most countries in the world, the tourist industontibutes significantly to solve
these problems. Ecotourism which contributes inuenghe balance between the
services provided for visitors and preserving tltesgstem to attain sustainable
development. This vision comes through making aarizd between investment
projects with what is known of environmental pres¢ion of the natural and heritage
resources.

Although the development of tourism industry indbor, there is a potential to
improve this sector to support the economic devakgt in Jordan through proper
planning. One of the tourism component in Jordathés ecotourism which can be
widely promoted due to its attractive features ffeh Even though the small
Geographical area of Jordan, but its biodiversitgderate climate and richness of
archaeological sites for over than 100 thousanes siif different civilizations ,in
addition to very good infrastructure ,and awarermdgsurism can be well invested to
improve the tourism sector and reflected positiveiythe Jordanian economy.
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The tourism industry in Jordan is one the most g productive sectors due
to its contribution by 14% to GDB, in addition tts isignificant role to alleviate
poverty and employment for the country.

The study aims to discuss the relationship and anpatween level of attention
paid to tourism on environment and local developmalso the present study aims
to discuss the developmental role of ecotourismd, iatroduce recommendations to
relevant stakeholders.

Eco- tourism. Ceballos-Lascurain [1] is one of ph@eneer researchers who tried
to identify the term of ecotourism in its wide me®an Ceballos-Lascurain defines it
as "That form of environmentally responsible toorighat involves travel and
visitation to relatively undisturbed natural areasth the object of enjoying,
admiring, and studying the nature (the sceneryl wiants and animals), as well as
any cultural aspect (both past and present) fonrtdase areas". Whereas, Martha [4]
describes the term of ecotourism as travelling xpedencing natural areas that
fosters environmental and cultural understandimgpreciation and conservation”.
Similarly, Bathatho [5] defines ecotourism as wgrthconomic industry without
negative effects on the human and natural resowfcdse archaeological site since
its difficult to determine the improving processedio the need to combine between
tourism requirements and anxiety about the futMéhile Fennell [2] defined
ecotourism as a sustainable form of tourism, wineties mainly on natural resources
and the development of experience and educatidm niedard to respect nature by a
visitor and the host to reduce the risk. Accordmg@boueli has defined it as the
dynamic of the existing economic and social resesito satisfy human needs and
aspirations.

Through the abovementioned definition of ecotourigntan be characterised
by:

- Tourism bases on enjoying and respected nature.
ensuring economic returns of tourism activity.

- encourage the local community on the compatibiith the visitors and the
other accepted.

-fueling eco-tourism concept of moral affiliation poeserve the environment,
contributing to conservatiasf the natural environment visited, such as bugddin
awareness or providing direct funds for environrakobnservation.

The tourism industry has a fundamental impact enettonomy through the sale
of goods and services for visitors, which in tusads to increase demand for
diversity and level of services provided to resultincreasing projects and the
investment volume. This expansion provides toundustries which in turn create
new employment for various tourism activities, ahd in turn leads to what is
known as local development and flourish the locammunity and to increase
region's tourist attractions. Accordingly to thefidigon of Ani [7] for the tourism
investment to meet the needs of tourists, siteégréuopportunities, and to achieve the
requirements of the social-economic factors ancetheronmental issues as well.

Maintaining the financial resources of the tourisector, preserving the social-
cultural role of tourism, supporting the coopenatinodel between public and private
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sector based on their role in the development efttlurism sector, preserving the
environment and natural resources, taking into aacthe environmental variables
with following its changes by identifying its cajigcand training workers to suit and
tourism projects.

Governments are required to take the responsilititgupport the concept of
eco-tourism and its role in development, including:
- The development of plans and policies governingirenmental tourist projects.
- Intensify the awareness activities for environtaéprotection for visitors and the
local community

- Activating the role of media to increase the amass of public about the
environment

- Continuous assessment and permanent tourismcfsoje determine the
environmental effects.

- Work to find a balance between tourism activitasd the preservation of
environmental resources.

- Find the laws and private tourism investmentdigion through the principle
of preserving the ecological balance.

- Addressing the environmental imbalances througgnton to natural areas.

References:1l. Ceballos-Lascueain, H., (1991), Tourism, Ecadtmn, and Protected area In
Kusler, (ed), ecotourism and research conservatidn.Fennell, D.A., (1999). Ecotourism: An
Introduction, New Yourk, Routledge. 3. Jwaili, & he Right of Human in the Environment” Dar
Alnahdah Alarabyah, Cairo, 2001. 4. Honey, Marttagotourism and Sustainable Development”
2008, Island Press. 5. Badado, Sarayrih, “Ecoteari between Theory and Practi¢®ar
Alwaraq, Amman, 20188. Alhouri, Aldabbagh, “Travel and Tourism EconosiicDar Alwarraq,
Amman, 2013. 7.Alni, Ra’ed,” Tourism Investment and Marketing”, Kanal-mae’'refah, 2008.
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CAVES AS ATOURIST OBJECT FOR EUROPEAN REGION

O. Danilyuk, I. Sumatokhina
Oles Honchar Dnipropetrovsk National University,ipmo, Ukraine

Geographic studies of cave complexes increase fibpinlarity among scientists
every year. This is related to several factorstdfaare insufficient knowledge of the
caves, emergence of new open previously unknowscience caves on the global
maps, and research of the characteristics of kretities. This especially connected
with prospects for tourist use of cavities of vasarigins. It is well-known that the
caves used as sightseeing points and locatioresxtoeme tourism. Wide varieties of
cave formations in Europe, their explicit visualachcteristics, affinity for other
visited natural complexes minimize the possibildf evaluation of their tourist
attraction among tourists. That is why it offerenl assess interest and tourist
attraction of cave objects through the volume ofadereated and requested in
Internet. Question of caves studying as naturaesys was researched in works of
V. Dublianskiy, G. Maksimovich, H. Trimmel, K. Lulyenko, A. Klimchuk,
V. Andreychuk and others. A. Kolotuha, M. Shvartsam V, Popchykovskiy,
T. Krapyvnykova dedicated their works to tourisnddmealth subjects around the
cave entities. Tourist attraction and methods afrigb attractiveness assessment
studied by E. Ushakov, A. Morkovkina, A. Oleksara@nd others.

Purpose of the work is to study volume and themfeus of social media
content on the Internet about the caves considaseakttractive touristic points and
locations as well as actual and potential pointsis#r interest. Research of tourist
interest and attraction based on information created shared by Internet users
carried out by means of content analysis methoce &hthor adapted content

© Danilyuk O., Sumatokhina I., 2016
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analysis to work with the data that can be extchftem the network systematically
as a whole and from specific information and sosglvices in particular. For the
most complete, accurate and fair assessment oftdrest to cave complexes author
composed selection of 85 caves in Europe, listddtiof International Speleological
Union ISCA (International Show Cave Associationfisl selection extended with 6
caves from Ukraine (3 longest and 3 deepest acuprdi Ukrainian Speleological
Association). Thus, the total sample is 91 caveth8u researched through
representative Internet resources with the conténtarious kinds: text (Twitter,
Instagram), photographic (Flickr, Panoramio), retee (Google Trends — Google
Search) for number of units of information calleaves in original language and
English. [1] The results for each of content sosraedexed in relation to the
maximum rate in the sample. Summed data formetbdkes for five levels of tourist
interest in the caves of Europe, which reflect alleaittractiveness of these tourist
locations at this stage of their involvement in tibkrism industry.

It was revealed that the largest concentratioragés known to potential tourists
is Central Europe (Czech Republic, Slovakia and dgamy). Also it is known
European areas of karst spreading. Although thescérom this area don't have high
indicators of interest, their concentration is l@ghhan in other regions of Europe.
Speleotourism in this region is a quite promisingcduse there is an Object of
Natural Heritage called “Aggteleki Nemzeti Park agatésag” in Hungary and
Slovakia, which contains cave complexes as key e&hsmof protection [2].

Table 1
Indices of tourist interest in the caves of Europe
Level of interest | Mean amount for indexes of socialnformational and visual interest
High More than 0,7
Above average 0,51-0,70
Average 0,31-0,5
Below average 0,11-0,3
Low Upto0,1

Analysis of the general geographical patterns efsgoopularity distribution
among Internet users revealed that most indicatensonstrated by the countries of
southern Europe with a significant volume of toufisw: Italy (Pastena, Castellane),
Spain (Altamira St. Joseph Ner’ya), Greece (Perailap Slovenian cave Postojna
(Fig. 1) is among the leaders.

The absolute leader in popularity identified Splarmave of Altamira, part of the
cognominal object of cultural UNESCO heritage.

Ukrainian caves do not show high rates of mentgnibut they have
outstanding morphometric characteristics, whichtazely can be used to promote
Speleotourism in Ukraine.

The map of Europe can be clearly divided into twegions with significant
popularization of cave tourism — Southern Europethe triangle Hungary-Slovakia-
Czech Republic. Both regions distinguished by thmimer of attractive objects and
their popularization (as evidenced by users’ irgBreSpeleotourism in Ukraine
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suffers from insufficient development of recreatibmfrastructure facilities and lack
of information about capital investments in cavenfations, while Scandinavian

caverns are hard-to-reach because of terrain gsbgrand environmental conditions
on the peninsula.

Fig. 1. Interest of Internet users in cave comm@arezurope (in 1.10.2016r).

Conclusion:investigations lead to the conclusion that the sdoday are one of
the most popular and promising natural touristssite the European Region. In
addition, author researched the amount of the therdwtus of social media content.
Investigated that experience of studying the cdnfiemm the Internet, social media,
information about individual natural and culturdles - especially in geographical
terms, allows to get understanding about touristrest to that sites. Besides that,
monitoring of reviews, images emotionally relateccaves (or other attractions) is a
tool for the formulation of objectives and measuresnprove advertising and tourist

attractiveness of some sites in particular andoregditourism development strategies
in general.
References: 1. Google Trends [online source] — Access to reseur

https://www.google.com.ua/trends/. 2. Aggteleki ktnPark Igazgatosag [online source] — Access
to resource: http://anp.nemzetipark.gov.hu/.
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