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THE INFLUENCE OF INTERNET AND VOLUNTEERED GEOGRAPHI C
INFORMATION ON RECREATIONAL GEOGRAPHY AND TOURISM

The development of Web 2.0 and social media fatdd communication,
exchange of opinions and experiences not only tveequainted people, but also
between total strangers. It can be thorough imniedi@nversation, but in most cases
it is mediation of own opinions, experiences toeosh There are many blogs,
Facebook groups and propagation web-sites, whiehdadicated to recreation and
tourism. These web-sites are not only created bfepsionals, but also by amateurs.
One of the ways to share pictures from your holigayo provide \Volunteered
geographic information and upload them to a varietywebsites like Google
Maps/Earth, Instagram, Facebook and many othens. ifformation has recently
increased in significance, as it helps the usepsing a destination or planning the
whole vacation.

Crowdsourcing, Open sourcing and Volunteered geogghic information.
Thanks to the development of Web 2.0 the common he the option to contribute
to the creation, development and changes in thdugts, all this in the form of
crowdsourcing and open source. Crowdsourcing isthef sharing a job or function
that was once the domain of a specific agent watriduted masses through an open
call (Ball, 2010). The term "open source" refersstomething that can be modified
because its design is publicly accessible [5].

Ultimately, an individual or a group of people caajust the product for own
needs as well as in geography as all other fieldsl (Volunteered geographic
information), which is a phenomenon of the lastadisccame into existence this way.
According to M. F. Goodchild VGI uses the popul@ssa primary sensory unit or as
a probe [1]. M. F. Goodchild coined the term VGI define the user-generated
geospatial content being created in these and ro#rgyr sites to satisfy a variety of
needs within industry, government, and social neétuag communities [2]. Suddenly
common people had the option of creating own gedgcainformation as well as
own maps, while having a great number of templatdkeir disposal (Google Maps,
Google Earth, OpenStreetMap, ArcGIS online, Usatan and others). On these
websites they can not only create maps for theim age, but also can contribute to
creating a crowdmap. They can easily and quiclkdate a plan for the holydays, look
up routes, which would meet their needs specificdlhanks to StreetView they can

© Liskova V., 2014
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take a look at a locality, look up catering andcewmodation. The user can easily
map a site or a locality from the comfort of higrie On the other hand we have the
option of creating geographic information by gegiag photographs, made by users
and thusly created a view on the particular plackmdmark. We can see how much
users like to share their pictures and experierfcee look at countless geotagged
pictures on Google Maps/Earth. These images la&dp, hwhen people choose

recreation and other free time activities but aleok-related activities.

VGl is closely related to the question of credtgiland accuracy of geographic
information, which can be solved by internet conio&cand using smart tools. Aside
from this, scientists from the whole world are miyito resolve this problem.

Social media and recreational geography and tourisnThe human is a social
being and consequently seeks company and triasrtousid himself with friends. If
it is not possible physically, social media exiglich can connect us with our friends
via internet, even if they are on the opposite eowi the world. According to the
Oxford Dictionary, “... social media are websites amglications, which allow users
to share content or otherwise participate on aasoettwork” [3].

This way people can exchange opinions, knowledgd experiences more
easily. On the basis of the research made in 2013lavakia by the author of this
article, it is clear, that the internet and soam@dia have a great impact on decisions.
The sample consisted of 112 respondents, wherew&%% women. More than a half
of respondents (56%) were under 26 years old. Tamty of respondents (65%,
diagram 1) preferred the internet (social mediarison websites) when choosing a
locality, almost one third (29%) percent prefereedecommendation from a friend
through the means of direct communication and d&fy voted for a personal
consultation at travel agency or a tourist infoigrabureau.

As much as 96% of respondents try to as certamwash as they can about the
place they want to visit. 14% are complacent wite information found on social
sites (e.g. Facebook, Flickr, Instagram Google Ntsgush). Traveler blogs are a
source of information for 16%. Respondents mosly on information provided on
websites dedicated to particular sites (62% diageamAccording to respondents
Facebook is most preferred (57% diagram 3) withftllewing rationalization from
“the possibility of planning events, trips and edpens”, “pictures from
acquaintances, who have visited a place and aisfisat with it”, "obtaining
information from people whom | trust, fast commuation”, "aside from pictures you
can get firsthand information”, to “everyone ancemithing is there”. 30% prefers
information directly from Google Maps/Earth, whexecording to respondents the
biggest advantages are StreetView (because thegataally see the place), reviews
of a particular place, the option of creating reufeith estimated time). The most
frequent reasons given were: “because it perfetiflplays the environment of what |
want to see and | can directly plan where | wargdpl know how long it is going to
take and | have all the relevant information at fimgertips.” The remaining 13%
prefer other forms, the majority motioned againvétar blogs, Slovak websites
dedicated purely to tourism in Slovakia (Most ingsige areas of the Slovak nature,
Lonely Planet). A curiosity of the research waotltabsence of respondents who
would use social networks like Twitter, Instagramal &lickr.
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Diagram 1: The determining Diagram2: Acquiring Diagram3: Social networks

method of acquiring information throught the used for acquiring
information when means the internet information about
choosing locality for recreation and tourism

recreation and tourism

0%

B Propagation material from infotmation

. . . 0%
bureau for tourists and tourist agencies

Flickr, FB, Istagram, Google maps/Earth mFlickr mFE
B Recormmendation from an familiar person Tourismbloggs )
(personto person communication) B Tourism websites Istagram W Twitter

. ) B Touristm agencies u
B Through the means of the internet - social g Google Maps/Earth * Cther

networks, tourismwebsites (photography,
reviews from previous visitors)

Conclusion.Research has shown, that and increasing numbeeddminantly
younger people rely on the information accessilbléhe internet. In the case of this
research we can say the age was an important fastdhe majority of respondents
were younger than 30 years old. The era of intehast had a great impact on all
fields and so it is very important that everythimgpat tourism has to offer was
available on the web, not only via websites deditab any particular place, but also
through the means of social media. As importantraveews from visitors, the more
positive responses a place has, the more likalylliattract others, perhaps even that
the visitors will periodically return. Thanks touttsm the number of observes
increases and with it the number of VGI contribsteramateur geographers, who
geotagg their images, add descriptions and thusiyige geographic information not
only for their community, but to the whole world.

References: 1Goodchild M.F., 2009. Citizens as sensors: theldvof volunteer geography.
Journal of Location Based Services. s. 69 (4), 221-2. Goodchild M.F., 2007. Citizens as
Voluntary Sensors: Spatial Data Infrastructure lie WWorld of Web 2.0. In: International Journal of
Spatial Data Infrastructures Research, 2007, Vol. , 2 24-32.
(http://ijsdir.jrc.ec.europa.eu/index.php/ijsdirtaele/view/28/22) 3. Oxford dictionaries, 2014.
(http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/ergjlisocial-media)4. Ball M., 2010. What's the
distinction between crowdsourcing, volunteered gaphic information and authoritative data?
(http://www.sensysmag.com/spatialsustain/whatsdtegaction-between-crowdsourcing-

volunteered-geographic-information-and-authoritatigata.html) 5. Opensource.com, 2014.
(http://opensource.com/resources/what-open-source)
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GEOMARKETING AS ATOOL OF REGIONAL BUSINESS DEVELOP MENT

The Geomarketing is part of the spatial economgas the principles that the
distance and geographic location perform a truleemice over the economic activity
and stand three objectives: (1) the delimitatiod ameasurement for markets, (2) the
study of the distribution channels for goods orvees, and (3) the study of the
spatial location of establishments (outlets, coapmrdistribution centers, etc..).

According to Amago, marketing helps to define thassas where the exchange
Is performed by the actual knowledge of the marekiing into account the involved
geography, being that in an exchange is necessamndtch the conditions of
coincidence of initiation, development and culmimatof the exchange itself [1].
Together, geography and marketing are a new approaeffectively study the
market for consumer products (either goods or sesyj giving rise to the Geography
of marketing or Geomarketing.

Geomarketing is a new discipline that allows artalyte visualize space and
marketing strategies to expose those locations With greatest potential for a
business by combining mapping and spatial stagistresources in geographic
information systems (GIS).

The need for this was highlighted first by the mastiminent proponent of this
branch of science, William Applebaum, and whilesthranch of spatial analysis has
been addressed more frequently in recent timake hias been disseminated to the
business world, ignoring the potential implicittire use of it.

Since it is in the cities where, in a majority, ro@dl out the process of
consumption by the population (as end consumednsg),study of spatial marketing
must be considered as an important element urbah raegional development.
Therefore, it is important to note the spatial natn the context of the locations and
its relationship with the market, is the populafidrased on the spatial course
consumer behavior, which resides in a geographea @& determined by spatial,
social and cultural context.

The geormarketing is a tool to ensure reliable stwents with the use of
geographic information systems and spatial anaipeithodologies, which allows the
company to have better conditions to face the cdiigpe located in their
environment, by selecting suitable areas, congidehe behavior and structure of the
market at the city or region, thereby reducinggisk minimize the impact of spatial
location. This allows business decisions basedrmmwiledge space, which often are
not considered in a relevant way, by ignoranceppir@priate study methodologies,
which have been mostly neglected and yet can deterthe success or failure of a
business or marketing strategy.

© Peralta F.A.l., 2014
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Chasco states that in the world of commercial ihistion and services,
geomarketing with the use of their technologies twhniques in GIS can address
critical and usual issues in this sector, which rastalways properly addressed and
may summarized in the following questions: Who bwyst? and Where | can find a
establishment?, questions where geographic methggplays a fundamental role in
the field of marketing, since these analyzes inedhe explanation and prediction of
consumer behavior in space [4].

Berry and Amago agree some of the problems to waiamarketing student of
geographical space can better apply the concemtsnathods of the scientific
branch, which are:

1. How to cartographically represent the marketmadketing data.

2. The market assessment, identify existing anérial customers, where do
they live?, What they need?, Where they go back?.

3. Delimitation of the areas of trade and saleniifieation of territories, where
the exchange is required to perform.

4. Selecting distribution channels and sites fomm®rcial companies
wholesale, retail and service businesses (retgtsudistribution centers, etc.).

5. Identification of the existing supply (compaeit.

6. Adapting marketing programs,
products and services that fit the needs
of consumers [1, 2].

According Chasco Geomarketing
mission is to address the four elements
of marketing mix (product, * Production
communication, distribution and price) * Communication
from the spatial perspective that * Price
underlies them all [4, p. 7-8]. * Distribution

So, the spatial dimension is
revealed in this process, in which a good
or service must be communicated to the
public through media communication
and distributed by a mode of
transportation for marketing outlets, priced , Uiyuaften conditioned by locational
Issues, which can assist Geomarketing decisiormvas in these four aspects.

Currently knowing market conditions and best lomadi creates significant
competitive and comparative development of any eson activity in space, for both
the private sector and the public sector benefitss highlights the importance of
spatial knowledge in the field of complex economemsch as those relating to urban
areas, which are the core regions. Motive throudtichkv the development of
methodologies that lead to spatial analysis of mi=rkbased on geoinformatics tools
and support in Geomarketing have important imphbeet for the development and
strengthening of both the companies and the funality of the cities and regions
where they provide coverage, improving and gensgatspatial development
strategies.

Geomarketing
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Therefore Geomarketing tool is seen as an advaritaggompanies that make
use of it, while those who ignore their methodoésgand applications are at the
mercy of the first to have incorporated spatiabrnfation technologies in the process

of making decisions.

INSIDE PERSPECTIVE ANALYSIS GEOMARKETING
GEOINFORMATICO AND ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY

Geoinformatics Prospects Analysis Perspectives incBnomic Geography | Methodology
Analysis of
Geomarketing: multicriteria
g evaluation COMMERCIAL
. (location analysis) GEOGRAPHY CONCEPTION
Spatial OF SPACE
competition Accessibility analysis Location and . Deductive
: SRR Space relations
. and spatial distribution of
Optimal coverage ) : . L between nodes,
interaction economic activities ’
) streams and areas
. (local consumption)
New locations :
Analysis of areas of
influence

Source. Prepared based on Buzai (2006:80) and éx0&4006: 141).
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International Logistics Centre SA. Iberoamericamstitute of Logistics and Desing Mage Editors,
SL. Barcelona2. Berry, Brian J. (1971). Geography of Market Cestand Retail Distribution.
Prentice Hall. New Jerse. Buzai, Gustavo D. and Baxendale, Claudia A. (208&)jo-spatial
analysis with GIS. Editorial place. Buenos AirédsChasco Yrigoyen C. (2003). Geomarketing and
Commercial Distribution. In Research and Marketildagazine, No. 79 (June). Spanish
Association of Market Research, Marketing and QpinfAEDEMO). Madrid5. Rosales, Rocio
Ortega (2006) Economic Geography. In: Hiernaux, [Bhrand Alicia Lindon (Dirs.). Treaty of
Human Geography. Anthropos Editorial. Mexico City.
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REGIONAL IMBALANCE AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT S
IN TURKEY

One of the main reasons of poverty and inequalisgridution of income is
inter-regional location development difference. dddition, there is a difference
between geographic and sectors. These differenceg bp social, political and
cultural issues.

Today, geographical distribution of income in Twurken't equal, such as per
capita income and human development index. Espgci@butheastern Anatolia
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Region, has been undeveloped due to regional imbalaNe are in need of a new
approach to balance out the differences.

Decreasing of difference inter-regional developmeartd decreasing of
immigration trend and prosperity have played regiotlevelopment labor. These
projects include Southeastern Anatolia Region, Zitdak-Bart n-Karabik Regional
Development Project and East Anatolia Projects mkin.

Southeastern Anatolia Region Project (GAP) include®t of cities such as
Ad yaman, Batman, Diyarbak r, Gaziantep, MardintSianl urfa,J rnak and Kilis.
Aims of GAP are:

- urban and rural system;

- agricultural system;

- containing the changes to make the investmantrémsportation, education,
trade, health, tourism and other sectors.

This project has aimed to achieve changes to affettonly the Southeastern
Anatolia region, but also the whole country.

Zonguldak-Bart n-Karabik Regional Project; after utbeastern Anatolia
Project become multi-sectoral and collaborativengiddak-Bart n-Karabik project
was realized with the international tender suppbittg public and private sector.
Purposes of this project are:

multi-sectoral to operate in the provision of newastment areas;
short and long-term applied to prepare regionaktigoment plans.

South Black Sea Regional Development Project (DOKAtRludes a lot of
cities such as Artvin, Bayburt, Giresun, Gimine, Ordu, Rize and Trabzon.
Purposes of this project are:

- removing interregional inequality ,

. starting Regional Development Project and to imprtive collaboration of
Turkish people aims personal ability.

South Anatolia Project ( DAP) is including 14 c#i€ALr, Ardahan, Bingdl,
Bitlis, ElazL, Erzincan, Erzurum, HakkarilLd r, Kars, Malatya, Tunceli, M{iand
Van). The projects aims to increase per capitam&and employment opportunities
in the regio. In addition this project targets teduction of intra-regional differences

in income, education and health services and impgathe quality of life.

References: 1.BolgeselBtisat, Zeynel Dinler, 2001, Burs2. DPT (2003), On Ulusal
Kalk nma Plan (2004 - 2006) Ankar&. Bilent Acma, 1991 GéiC Ulkelerin Azgel@niC
Bolgelerini Gel@irmeyi Amaglayan Politikalar nBicelenmesi ve GAP Projesi Offie Btanbul
Ticaret Odas Yay nlar, Yay n No:1991-8tanbul.4. DPT, 2000, VIII. BEY Il k Kalk nma Plan
Oncesinde Bolgesel G6ie, Bolgesel Gdine OzelBitisas Komisyonu Raporu, DPT:2502
OBK:523, Ankara5. DPT, 2001, DBu Karadeniz Bolgesel Géne Plan (DOKAP) Nihai Rapor,
Cilt 1, Yonetici Ozeti.
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INITIAL PROCESS OF RURAL GENTRIFICATION IN PERIURBA N AREA
OF CITY OF BELGRADE: EXPECTED TRENDS AND INDICATORS

This paper points out possibilities for the reskaof urbanization process
extension, as well as the prolonged impact of theto the rural livelihood. Best
instance are rural settlements in Belgrade admatigé area. Some of them are
showing the signs of physical and socio-economigranwement, which could be an
indicator of the process of rural gentrification.

Rural gentrification review. Rural gentrification is complex process that is
commonly associated with rural demographic changel aural migration,
counterurbanisation, rural regeneration and restrung [16, 11], or so called «rural
renaissance» [8]. This process has its socio-deapbgral, economic, residential,
cultural, morphological, environmental and politizaplications [5].

The key features of rural gentrification asecial transformation involving
highly educated and qualify gentrifiers, or middlass migranfs social
displacement of former residents, increasing reside mobility [1], countryside
lifestyle preferences [7], so-called «greenificatio[15], renewal of property and
countryside. Its negative consequences are riditend and house prices [3], little or
no contributing of gentrifiers to local society aeadonomy etc. [16]. Unlike western
European countries where all four phases of urlaéiniz have developed [2] and the
process of migration to less urbanized and rursihas first registered [4], socio-
spatial development in Eastern European countrias twrbulent, specific and
dependent upon various factors.

Fazes of urbanization and rural imagery in SerbiaUntil 1950-ies Serbia was
an agrarian country. After World War Il intensivedustrialization led to rapid
migration from rural to urban areas and their tl@nérom the agricultural to the
industrial sector. This has caused large disbalamdbe distribution of population
and activities, and the creation of strong citygsolnd the gradual decline and
depletion of rural areas. With the strengtheningheftertiary sector in the next phase
the process of population and activity concentratibas created zones of

The term rural gentrification is essentially derdvérom the well-known concept of urban
gentrification [6].

*They are well-off middle class residents employethé service sector, more successful and
wealthier relative to the long-time residents (claslonization) [11].
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demographic and economic expansion (urban centelsheir peri-urban belt), and
the zone of strong rural depopulation with contusiodepletion of traditional
demographic “reservoir” [18]. Impoverished Serbiallages remained restrictive in
terms of organization of public services and malped

in the organization of all life activities.

The first signs of rural gentrification in peri-urb an area of Belgrade As the
population and function pole of development Belgrady area is the best example
to examine processes of rural gentrification in thgitory of Serbia. This is a
complex functional system of settlements with vdrifferent characteristics, as a
result of gradual phases of urbanization and agtetidemographic, socio-economic
and morphological changes in the settlement. Réarucity zone is like a «mobile
spatial husk» [12]. Its occurrence is related te #xtent of the city impact on its
closer surrounding and the creation of suburbs9®0470s [13], and then the inner
peri-urban zone of the 1980s through the process defurbanization
(counterurbanization). The initial phase of retagito the inner city (reurbanization),
often in the form of urban gentrification, has jatdrted [17]. The transformation of
the settlements in terms of demographic structtwastruction [14] and land use is
the most intense in the peri-urban belt of largee<i In the further development of
the Belgrade area rural gentrification as new phena is barely recognizable. It
includes population and functional growth of ruaakas, strengthening the service
sector, increase income, creating urban-rural pooth and environmental
conditions improvement in these peripheral cityatltans [9]. Only some of these
flows can be recorded in the peri-urban zone ofE2ele.

Peri-urban zone in the City of Belgrade spread owee, changing the status of
their settlements from rural to mix and at the esda part of inner city. We can
identify «five circles» of peri-urban settlemenig], who's level of development and
regulation depends on the distance from the urbare,cand period and the
circumstances under which they were made. The sulbje this study are rural
settlements of peri-urban belt outside the Gerdrahn Plan, with the distance from
the city center less than 40 km, in order to avaverlapping influence of other
suburban municipality centers in the administrativea of Belgrade. There are ten
settlements in total, of which four are large setiénts with more than 10,000
inhabitants. Looking at the basic indicators of pinecess of rural gentrification, it is
possible to observe only féTable 1).

Settlements which are assumed to be the targett mdirrural gentrifiers,
recorded population growth in the last census pgeeacept three Banat settlements.
In these tree settlements population decreasedibead emigration flows, although
some of them had positive natural increase (Dunavadhe other seven settlements
IS recorded a population increase in that pericalised by slight or intense
immigration, especially in Ugrinovci and Meljak, spate the negative natural
increase.

®Results of the population Census 2011 are not alvialfor all the indicators on the level of
settlements, so we use some of them for 2002
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Table 1
Indicators of process of the rural gentrification

ource: Statistica ice of the Republic of Sa
S Statistical Off f the Republic of Sajb
AN
S| ® Ie) =5 - | 3 ™ @ -
cS|5,|% |50 S€ |8 | 25 |£3g|E¢
522 | 8a | D noS| a2 | 8 =0 |32 7o
080 | E3|EL| 8285 S€ |Bo| 2 |2BE| B2
523N |55 | =8| 225 563 |98 28 |£E-8|£22
*8E|gs| S |228| 25 |2 | 5E |2€%|ggé
o © I0) T © ) < n =2
S|l |2 |E5°|F8|f | g8 |c*"|&@
VraniN 9.13 -7.79 16.87 66.14 92.291 5.95 56.56 92.93 98.78
VrQn 527 -4.84 10.11 69.39 82.22 7.14 60.41 82.76 98.64
Dunavac -21.6 1.46 -23.09 23.64 57.27 5.03 35.94 93.23 98.96
Zaklopaa 2.20 -4.53 6.73 71.19 95.13 4.69 68.41] 87.15 97.86
Kovilovo -13.50 -0.41 -13.09 30.86 78.71 3.50 2.50 98.75 100.0(q
M. Mostanica 8.9/ -5.99 14.96 63.18 94.78 6.59 52.52 87.25 96.27
Meljak 24.34 -1.51] 25.85 61.58 91.13 5.25 49.23 92.31 99.08
Padinska -6.67 -0.63 -6.04 33.28 42.00 4.90 14.33 99.06 99.83
Ripan; 3.53 -5.27 8.80 57.65 76.48 4.80 49.33 75.76 98.26
Ugrinovci 4453 -0.61 45.14 50.43 90.43 5.22 60.08 85.04 91.61

Based on this indicator, it is possible to identdpme rural gentrifiers’
settlements that attract them due to its advantggeximity to the city, healthy
environment, greenery, accessibility and orgaromatf public services). Previous
conclusion is supported by the fact that the sbmopulation employed in the service
sector is over 50-60%, and again these threersettks are behind them with a share of
only 30%. Also, the proportion of employees who owte to the place of work is
extremely high in the aforementioned seven settiésnaevhile the other three have
lower values, particularly in Dunavac and PadinSkala. Regarding the educational
structure of these settlements, the share of highlycated is approximate to their
average values in the rural settlements of Belgredevever, Kovilovo has the lowest
share, which confirms its rural character. Valuesva the average stand out irnOx
VraniN and Mala MosStanica, that again points to the depént of so-called
gentrifiers. As an important indicator in all deai with the rural gentrification
appear amenities and facilities of public servicegsiality of dwellings and
construction. These indicators are in this papeluced to the quality of built
dwellings and the number of floors. According tedl data, there is a similar
situation as in the previous indicators: three Batllages have very small share of
dwellings with more than 3 rooms, thus family tydeesidential building is prevalent,
also in smaller areas and lower quality. The adgbf a large city in terms of urban
expansion impact on their surrounding is good pamerwater supply equipment of the
area. This is confirmed by the high proportion wetlings connected to city water and
electric power network in all settlements.

The values of these indicators point to the faat #hgroup of settlements that
have been singled out as a potential in terms @fitimigrations led by better and
more peaceful life, stands seven of them wherentlgrants are highly educated,
skilled in the services sector, usually with highewome, while the remaining three
villages by their characteristics stand out aspacg} settlements in peri-urban area
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that provide workforce but maintain the rural cltéeastics. The area with initial
process of rural gentrification is identified ingtpaper. Its features on the Belgrade

area will be the topic of further research.
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TRANSFORMATION OF TOURISM IN THE MUNICIPALITY
OF DONOVALY

Introduction. Tourism is a social, cultural and economic phenanewhich
entails the movement of people to countries orgdamutside their usual environment
for personal or business/professional purposed [ig.first noticeable signs of tourism
development in Slovakia are related to the perifidr aVorld War 1l. Extensive
building of infrastructure, rise of free time andoromic power of population and
spatial scarcity made the conditions especially tha development of tourism for
national residents or tourists from politically @sisted countries. The Velvet
revolution was the great milestone that broughtyraranges to several segments of
life, including tourism. A privatisation of tourisrfacilities occurred, boundaries
stopped to be an obstacle, what conduced to thedmyable development of passive
foreign tourism. Domestic tourism began to thrivetbe principles of liberal market
economy [2], what reflected in the transformatidrparticular tourism centres. The
interest of foreign clients and investors led te ttonsequent change of former
socialistic localities to the centres offering widriety of complex services. The aim
of the paper is to point out to the transformatmwacesses of tourism that have met
Slovakia from 1989 with regard to the Donovaly tenr centre.

Trends in tourism development in Slovakia since 1B After the fall of the
Iron Curtain has tourism in Central and Easterrogerspread out very dynamically.
In Slovakia the three major groups of attractiverigm destinations has started to
form [3]. The first category was represented byiesitthat provide tourist
accommodation because of their cultural and hexifagtures, accessibility and their
business and conference opportunities (e.g. Baaa3l The second group consisted
of mountainous, upland and forest resorts with ipddgges for winter sports (e.g.
High Tatras), where the selected municipality ohDwaly belongs to. The third class
was specified by spa towns most notable in CzeghuBle (e.g. Karlovy Vary,
Marianské L&zR), while in Slovakia had a comparable importanceomgn
international clients only Pi&ny spa resort. The beginning of the new millennium
was characterized by utilization of thermal spriagsl consequent aggrandizement of
water parks in Galanta, Poprad or Liptovsky Mikuld®e establishment of the
Slovak republic quickly reflected in the nationatrusture of tourists in
accommodation establishments. In 1989 the bigdesmteswas reached by tourists
from former GDR (38.4%), followed by guests fromndary (26.0%) and Poland
(19.5%), while people from OECD countries reachely @.0% proportion also due
to a visa obligation. The situation changed alraadi©993. More than a half (51.0%)
of tourists consisted of people coming from OECDurddes, who were

© Civan ., 2014
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followed by Czechs (20.2%), Poles (13.3%) and Huaga (7.4%) [4]. In Slovakia
Is nowadays (in 2013) dominating a domestic touri$racause foreign visitors
participated in the tourism only at the level of.20bh, whereas among them
contributed mostly Czechs (29.5%), Poles (10.1%)@armans (9.2%) [5].

Characteristics of Donovaly tourism centreThe Donovaly tourism centre;
called after the municipality of the same namdocated in the Central Slovakia, in
the Region of Banska Bystrica. The municipalitycisaracterized by the dispersed
settlement and consists of its centre and 6 faadsteDonovaly is situated at the
main thoroughfare between the towns of Banskd Bgstand Ru omberok, what
supports the functioning of tourism. In terms ofumal conditions is the destination
located between mountains of W& Fatra and Starohorské vrchy at an altitude 960
m a. s. |. [6], while the area of protective zorfettee Low Tatras National Park
extends to its territory. Regarding to these fatis,centre has very good assumptions
for tourism, especially during the winter season.

The first written mention of the Donovaly municipylcomes from the early
18" century, when the village had completely differ&miction than it is today. A
population concentrated on timber harvesting asadorbcessing. The first tourism
milestone is considered in 1936, when the buildifithe £' hotel (Sporthotel) begun.
It was finished two years later [7]. Then, duritgp tsocialistic period, tourism did
develop continuously through building other accordatmn capacities (hotels,
cottages belonging to state companies) and adjaoensm infrastructure. Events of
November ‘89 meant an implicit business orientataso towards foreign visitors.
The municipality has started to develop intensedyy items of material and technical
basement arrived, what made the centre more avantvardly and outwardly, too.

The most important magnet for tourism in the myabty is the ParkSnow
centre. During winter season it offers 19 downtulis of three difficulty levels and 4
ski runs of two levels of difficulty [8]. Visitor€an choose many other attractions
such as Snow Park, ice rink or Fun Park for thédodm. Very favourite annual event
Is the dogsled race with a long tradition. For @ment of popularity of the summer
season was introduced a climbing wall, rope centiepggan run, trampolines or
paragliding. The great attraction for kids is cdllelabakuky, what represents a
fabulous town based on Pavol DobSinsky’s origiftatary production [9].

The Donovaly tourism centre kept during 6 seasa@ry strong tourist flows,
especially during winter periods. Besides thatoitaterally rose own attractiveness
also in summer seasons, too, what is confirmedéyarkSnow centre’s visit rate.

- Season — winter attendance — summer attendanogth lef ski season

- 2006/2007 — 151 832 (95.5%) — 7 205 (4.5%96 days

- 2007/2008 — 213 123 (90.3%) — 22 863 (9.7%) —da&

- 2008/2009 — 168 678 (83.7%) — 32 838 (16.3%) —d88

- 2009/2010 — 145 193 (82.7%) — 30 649 (17.4%) —dey&

-+ 2010/2011 — 145 832 (75.1%) — 48 396 (24.9%) —des

2011/2012 — 187 246 (81.5%) — 42 381 (18.5%) —d:86

Based on the above mentioned stats we can corttladBonovaly tourism centre

are attractive for tourism mostly in winter seasofigendance levels in the declared
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winter periods depended mostly on the length okskison. However, there was also a
visible increase of tourists in summer, what wasrésult of the wide range of offered
attractions. In view of the fact that tourist flowssummer increased independently on
the level of attendance in winter can be summariaatl Donovaly tourism centre has
successfully grown into a yearlong tourism destimatEvaluation of accommodated
guests based on their nationality can be assestieid the period of last 3 seasons,
when the guest card (called ParkSnow Card) wabless$ted. This card could gain only
that visitor, who accommodated at ParkSnow paftmedities at least for two nights.
Winter season — Slovaks — Hungarians — Poles —1Szeothers

2010/2011 — 42.6% — 18.6% —17.3%24% —9.1%
2011/2012 - 50.8% - 17.1% -15.3W+% —6.1%
2012/2013 — 55.9% - 15.6% -11.4W9% —6.2%

On the basis of the shown nationality structuresd@alie data were unavailable) of
accommodated guests is the centre in winter sgagpular mostly among domestic
tourists, who are followed by visitors from the ®igad Group member states.
Travellers from Hungary appreciate favourable tane transport accessibility to the
mountainous destination that they lack in own cgurt the light of percentage of
other nationalities were registered tourists fraaniaus countries such as the United
Kingdom, Germany, Russia, Croatia or Romania, teeit fproportion did not reach the
2% level. A distinctive orientation of the munidifpatowards the processes related to
tourism has been demonstrated during the last degdten the massive expansion of
modern apartment houses occurred, many times atxjpense of urban conception
and visual perception of the landscape. They haea la rapidly grown section within
the accommodation facilities also in other coustrseich as Czech Rep. [10].

Conclusion. Modern Slovak history since 1989 has significamtiffuenced the
segment of tourism. In Slovakia started to forne¢hdominant categories of tourism
destinations, including mountainous localities, whée municipality of Donovaly
belongs to. Building an infrastructure, improvire tquality of offered services and
range of products together have transformed thil srilage to the successful yearlong
tourism centre attractive and popular among vsitbom Slovakia and adjacent
countries. Not only did an aggrandizement of toartsing welcomed benefits, but it
also created various negatives, as well. The aithdduture should be to evaluate and

regulate the impact of tourism in favour of susdbie tourism development.

References: 1World tourism organization UNWTO. — Understandiogrism: Basic Glossary: —
http://media.unwto.org/content/understanding-tonribasic-glossary;2. Dubcova, A. et al. Geografia
Slovenska. Nitra : Constantine the Philosopher drsity, 2008. 351 p. ISBN 978-80-8094-422-3.;
3.Johnson, M. Czech and Slovak tourism — pattemadhl@ms and prospects. In Tourism Management, Vol.
16, No. 1, pp. 21 — 28, 1995. ISSN 0261-51%47Reports. In Tourism Management, Vol. 16, No.[2, p
143 — 159, 1995. ISSN 0261-517%; Basic indicators of tourism of the SR for accomatiot
establishments in®- 4" quarter 2013: http://slovak.statistics.skl;Obec Donovaly — Geografické tdaje: —
http://www.donovaly.sk/donovaly.php?content=36SkrinarovaQ et al. Donovaly — priestor medzi nebom
a zemou. Banskda Bystrica : Harmony, 2002. 112 BNI80-969547-6-3.8. ParkSnow Donovaly — zima: —
http://www.parksnow.sk/zima®, Composite authors. Spania dolina — klenot Slovens&r nad Hronom :
Aprint, 2013. 100 p. ISBN 978-80-89415-1211; Kadlecov4, V., Fialov4, D. Timesharing a apartméno
byty. In Urbanismus, Vol. 15, No. 1, pp. 20 — 35N 1212-0855.
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